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□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 
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Re item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Reference is made to the following document/s/: 

D1: GB-A-1 361 448 (PRINS NV;HOLLANDSE BOUWCOIVIBINATIE HOLLA) 24 
July 1 974 (1 974-07-24) 

D2: US-A-5 809 721 (ANTROPIUS JEAN DANIEL) 22 September 1998 (1998-09- 
22) 

D3: US-A-5 056 348 (GRAY CHARLES R ETAL) 15 October 1991 (1991-10-15) 
D4: EP-A-0 129 416 (ROBERTSON UK LTD H H) 27 December 1984 (1984-12-27) 
D5: GB-A-2 195 680 (QUIKSPAN CONSTRUCTION LIMITED;UNIV 
SOUTHAMPTON) 1 3 April 1 988 (1 988-04-1 3) 



2.1 . The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 (and 2) does not Involve an inventive step in the sense of 
Article 33(3) PCT. 

The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter of 

claim 1, and discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 
a profiled steel decking (1 , fig. 1) which comprises a roll formed steel sheet 
defining several crests and throughs (2) separated by inclined webs (3) and 
having boundaries between the webs (3) and the crests (2) which are radiussed 
to define comers each having a smooth curvilinear profile. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 therefore differs from this known profiled steel decking 

in that the radius off said corners is between 15 and 30mm. 

The problem to be solved by the present Invention may therefore be regarded as 
selecting a radius which does not lead to a too high defomiation and weakening of 
the comer zones. 

The selected radius range of claim 1 (and claim 2) cannot be considered as involving 
an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT). as the values of said ranges are obvious for the 
man skilled in the roll forming of steel sheets. The skilled person would, without the 
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exercise of Inventive skill, consider selecting a radius value within said ranges In 
order to control the deformation of the comer zones. 

Moreover. D2 (fig. 1 A and 1 B) shows a detail of the comer zone of such a steel 
decking and D3 (fig. 15 and 16) discloses the roll forming process of such a steel 
decking. From these documents it is clear that the comer zones of such a steel 
decking have a smooth curvilinear profile. There is no indication that the radius 
ranges disclosed In claim 1 and 2 fall outside the radii which a skilled person would 
consider when producing such a roll formed steel sheet. 



2.2. Dependent claims 3-14 do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of inventive step, see documents D4 and D5 and the con^esponding parts 
cited in the search report. 

****** 

(J. Demeester) 
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